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Nazis contained a sort of communique stating that the party
wished for good relations with the Poles, and had decided to
respect the treaties and the rights of Polish nationals and citizens
in Danzig. The Nazis were victorious, but not overwhelmingly
so; they had 39 seats out of a possible of 72, the total number,
against 12 in the previous elections, whereas the Nationalists
were reduced from ten to three, and the Socialists from 19 to 13;
the Poles had only two seats, as before, and small "fractions"
had the remainder. As soon as the results were published,
Rauschning, designated leader of the Free City Government,
went to Berlin—to consult his real chiefs, but he told inquiring
journalists that he had come to see the Agricultural Show; he
also told them that the Danzig Nazis, like the German Chancellor,
wanted peace, and were ready at any time for a general clearance
of the big questions, especially economic, in dispute with Poland.
There was no intention, he said, of the Free City trying to
Germanize the Poles, but Danzig must be permitted to retain
its individual German character, and peace could not be one-sided.
In June Rauschning was elected President of the Senate of the
Free City, the head of its Government, and on the nineteenth
of that month he declared his determination, at a meeting of
the Nazi organizations, to cultivate good, neighbourly relations
with the Poles.
Not that the controversy over the "Corridor" was finished, but
to some extent it was less strident on the German side. A valuable
contribution to elucidating the facts was made by a letter published
in The Times on June 8 from Lord Howard of Penrith (Sir Esme
Howard), who had been a member of the British Delegation to
the Paris Conference, 1919. He was replying to a member of the
British Parliament who had expressed astonishment that Germany
should be expected to surrender her claim to that part of Poland
because German ethnographical maps showed that it was inhabited
by Poles, and who added that the German Government would
never admit that the present settlement was just—"for the best
of all reasons, that it is not just." Lord Howard gave a list of the
facts which were considered at Paris "conclusive in favour of
the establishment of the Polish Corridor":

